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DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because some of the functional units in Figure 1 
are missing reference numbers and all of the functional blocks in Figures 2-5 are 
missing reference numbers. Applicant is reminded that each reference number that is 
added to the Figures must also be added in the Specification, where appropriate. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an 
amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and 
where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes 
made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. 
Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the 
remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Specification 

2. The Abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it contains 199 words. The 
Abstract must be limited to 150 words. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: "the device 
announcement" in line 4 of the claim lacks antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(f) he did not himself invent the subject matter sought to be patented. 

5. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(f) as being anticipated by 
Applicant's Admitted Prior Art (AAPA). 

6. Regarding claim 1 , AAPA teaches a method of searching for devices 
automatically in a network, which is characterized in that it includes at least following 
steps of: a. firstly searching, by a device initiating party, whether a resource 
management device exists in the network when two devices are interconnected; if so, 
going to step c, otherwise going to step b; 

b. announcing its own device information, by the device initiating party, to all other 
devices in the network, at the same time, monitoring announcement information of all 
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the other devices; when receiving information of other devices, sending a connection 
request from the device initiating party to a device requiring connection, and completing 
corresponding operations after receiving a response; 
c. sending a device searching request from the device initiating party to the 
resource management device; upon receiving the request, making a search, by the 
resource management device, among device registration information stored therein; 
after a device satisfying conditions is found out, information related to that device 
being immediately sent to the device initiating party, otherwise, informing the device 
initiating party that the information is not found. See Applicant's Specification, p. 2, line 
25 to p. 3, line 25. 

7. Regarding claim 2, AAPA teaches wherein the step b further includes the step of: 
after receiving the request of the device initiating party, judging, by a requested 
party device, whether it is accepted or not; if it is accepted, sending a connection 
accepted response from the requested party device to the device initiating party 
and then performing device connecting between these two devices; otherwise, 
sending a connection rejected response from the requested party device to the 
device initiating party. See Specification p. 3, lines 18-25. 

Any subject matter found the Background section of an Application may be used 
as prior art. It appears that Applicant was not aware of this fact and erroneously 
included a description of his invention in the Background section. Applicant may 
overcome the above rejection by deleting the material found in p. 2, line 25 to p. 3 line 
25 of the Specification from the Background section, or moving it to the Summary or 
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Detailed Description section of the Specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

9. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0035621 to Zintel, et al. (Zintel). 

1 0. Regarding claim 1 , Zintel teaches a method of searching for devices 
automatically in a network, which is characterized in that it includes at least following 
steps of: a. firstly searching, by a device initiating party, whether a resource 
management device exists in the network when two devices are interconnected; if so, 
going to step c, otherwise going to step b; (See page 2, paragraph 10, lines 2-10, and 
page 28, paragraphs 528 & 529.) 

b. announcing its own device information, by the device initiating party, to all other 
devices in the network, at the same time, monitoring announcement information of all 
the other devices; when receiving information of other devices, sending a connection 
request from the device initiating party to a device requiring connection, and completing 
corresponding operations after receiving a response; (See p. 2, par.'s 12 & 13) 

c. sending a device searching request from the device initiating party to the 
resource management device; upon receiving the request, making a search, by the 
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resource management device, among device registration information stored therein; 
after a device satisfying conditions is found out, information related to that device 
being immediately sent to the device initiating party, otherwise, informing the device 
initiating party that the information is not found. See p. 28, par.'s 532 & 533. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 2, Zintel teaches wherein the step b further includes the step of: 
after receiving the request of the device initiating party, judging, by a requested 

party device, whether it is accepted or not; if it is accepted, sending a connection 
accepted response from the requested party device to the device initiating party 
and then performing device connecting between these two devices; otherwise, 
sending a connection rejected response from the requested party device to the 
device initiating party. See p. 28, par. 530, lines 7-10, and par. 531, lines 10-14. 

12. Regarding claim 3, Zintel further discloses wherein it further includes the step of: 
when each device applies to access the network, firstly registering its own device 
information onto the resource management device and forming a master-slave devices 
relation with the resource management device. See p. 28, par. 533 (wherein the 
directory effectively acts as the master to the newly added device). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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13. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by Zintel, as applied to 
claim 3 above, or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Zintel, as 
applied to claim 3 above, in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2001/0002473 to Waldo, et al. (Waldo). 

14. Regarding claim 4, Zintel teaches wherein it further includes the step of: the 
resource management device announces its own device information in a multicasting 
manner, and before the device applying to access makes device registration, it firstly 
receives the device announcement information of the resource management device. 
See pp. 10 & 1 1 , par. 187. Zintel may not clearly teach that the management device 
announces its own information before the newly added device registers with the 
management device, however, Waldo teaches this limitation (see pp. 3-4, par. 55, lines 
1 -6). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine the teachings of Waldo with the system of Zintel, since 
doing so would have made it clear to all newly added devices that there was a 
management device on the network, thereby preventing any delay or confusion on the 
newly added device's part, as to where to register and start communicating with other 
devices on the network. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Seto whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
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7198. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday & alt. Fridays, 
9am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Pwu can be reached on (571) 272-6798. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JKS 

8-30-2008 



/Jeffrey Pwu/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2146 



